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to attend to his comforts, moved by the strongest
possible interest in his health and vigour, and in-
duced by its own needs, perhaps, to make him a
little too fat for comfort, but certainly also to see that
he has a good sty, and plenty to eat every day of his
life. Other races, again, are extirpated as "ruth-
lessly" as in the merely instinctive struggle for
existence. We get rid of wolves and snakes as well
as we can, and more systematically than can be done
by their animal competitors. The process does not
necessarily involve cruelty, and certainly does not
involve a diminution of the total of happiness. The
struggle for existence means the substitution of a
new system of equilibrium, in which one of the old
discords has been removed, and the survivors live in
greater harmony. If the wolf is extirpated as an
internecine enemy, it is that there may be more
sheep when sheep have become our allies and the
objects of our earthly providence. The result may
be, perhaps I might say must be, a state in which, on
the whole, there is a greater amount of life supported
on the planet; and therefore, as those will think who
are not pessimists, a decided gain on the balance. At
any rate, the difference so far is that the condition
which was in all cases necessary, is now consciously
recognised as necessary; and that we deliberately
aim at a result which always had to be achieved on